
Whether you’re renovating an old treasure or starting with a blank slate, 
designing and building a new kitchen has the potential to be a joyful and 
creative experience. Kitchen Views has designers who are committed to making 
the experience as easy and timely as possible. A new kitchen involves much more 
than choosing a cabinet style. Our experts recommend the following:

Find an experienced kitchen designer
with whom you feel comfortable sharing
your ideas, practical needs, and construction
concerns. Ask for pictures of the designer’s 
work and request references.

Offer as much information as possible about
your lifestyle and budget so they can help
you to make good decisions about the de-
sign and selection of products. For example:

   a. Types of meals you serve
        – home cooked or take-out?
        – gluten-free or vegan?
        – other dietary restrictions?
   b. Entertainment style
        – casseroles or caterer?
        – frequent or occasional?
   c. Storage and display needs
        – Tupperware and lunchboxes?
        – Wedgewood and Waterford?
   d. What do you love and hate
        in your current kitchen?

Stay organized. Use a large binder with
folders to keep track of paperwork, fl oor 
plans, product specifi cations, etc. In one
section collect photos and clippings illustrat-
ing your ideas and taste. In another keep
samples, color chips, etc.

Determine what you need versus what
you want. Make a “must have” and a
“wish list” to determine what is essential to
those spending the most time in your new
kitchen. Make convenience a focus.
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Expert Advice — Ten Tips

Create a realistic time frame for the 
project. Many skilled professionals are
required. As part of their written estimates,
be aware of the expected lead times.

Project yourself into the future and plan
accordingly. If you plan to have this kitchen
a long time, go wild and personalize the
space. If you plan to sell in the near future,
remain consistent with the values in the
neighborhood and select a style with broad
appeal.

Plan display space in your kitchen for your
favorite objects, as well as some artwork.

Bring home all samples and view them in
the space. Be aware of differences during
day and night because sunlight and artifi cial
light dramatically change color and texture.

Use your senses. See, touch, feel and
smell everything prior to purchasing. Do not
choose solely from a catalog or the internet
because you may feel differently when you
actually see the item.

Give yourself enough time to enjoy the
experience. Become an educated consumer
and allow time to make mindful decisions.
This will enable you to work within a com-
fortable budget. Late changes are likely to
escalate the cost.
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Characteristics to Consider When Selecting Wood Cabinetry

Selecting Wood Species
Real wood is specifi ed for cabinetry when one 
is interested in enjoying the naturally occurring 
variations that make each piece uniquely 
beautiful. The amount of variation from one 
piece to the next depends on the species chosen. 
However, it must be remembered that while 
general characteristics will remain the same for 
the species, the installed product is likely to vary 
from the showroom model.

Variations are the result of soil and climatic 
conditions affecting the growth characteristics, 
grain and coloring of the wood. Fine hardwoods 
will display mineral streaks, gum spots and knots, 
which give unique character and beauty to the 
wood. These natural characteristics cannot be 
subdued or hidden with a fi nish process. Carefully 
consider these aspects before selecting a wood 
species for your project.

The effects of moisture must also be considered 
when selecting real wood for cabinetry. Normal 
minor fl uctuations in humidity are expected and 
there will be insignifi cant changes in the wood if 
the relative humidity is maintained within a range 
of 40%-50%. Uncontrolled extremes (above 80% 
or below 20%) is likely to cause problems, such as 
expansion and contraction, which can cause joint 
separation or bowing of cabinetry components.

This general information is provided as a brief 
guide. Your Kitchen Views designer will provide 
thorough explanations of wood species selections 
for your particular project. The cabinetry brands 
we feature use carefully selected kiln dried woods 
to ensure stability in climate controlled homes. 
Our goal is for you to enjoy the long term use of 
your cabinetry as well as the design layout.


